[image: image1.png]


Name 
  Class 
  Date 

9.4 Natural Disasters
Key Concepts
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The shaking that occurs during an earthquake can destroy natural landforms as well as
human-made structures.
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The molten rock, gas, ash, and cinders released during a volcanic eruption can cause
significant damage and loss of life in nearby cities and towns.
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Tornadoes, hurricanes, and thunderstorms are powerful weather events that can damage
property and threaten human lives.
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An avalanche is a mass of sliding snow that can bury people and places in its path.
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Vocabulary Preview
Define each vocabulary term in your own words. Then, write yourself a quick note on
how you will remember each. One term has been done for you.

	Term
	Definition
	How I Remember

	Earthquake
	
	

	Landslide
	
	

	Tsunami
	
	

	Volcano
	
	

	Tornado
	A funnel of rotating air that drops
down from a storm cloud
	The word twister is another word for
tornado and describes its action.

	Hurricane
	
	

	Thunderstorm
	
	

	Avalanche
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Earthquakes

For Questions 1–5, complete each statement by writing the correct word or words.

1.
Earthquakes are created when large sections of Earth’s crust, called 
,
move and energy is released.

2.
Earthquakes can be strong enough to cause the ground to sink and soil to

.

3.
Earthquakes can trigger a(n) 
, causing rock and soil to slide down
a slope.

4.
When an earthquake occurs at the bottom of the ocean, it can create a(n)
 
that can cause massive damage and loss of life if it hits coastal
areas.

5.
Scientists cannot predict when earthquakes will occur, but in the United States, they occur
most often in the states of
 and 
.

6.
Describe the series of events in Earth’s crust that lead up to an earthquake.

Volcanoes

For Questions 7–9, write True if the statement is true. If the statement is false, replace the
underlined word or words to make the statement true. Write your changes on the line.



7.
Volcanoes are often located near the edges of tectonic plates.



8.
A volcano can spew clouds of gas, ash, and cinders into the
atmosphere, causing global temperatures to rise.



9.
A volcanic eruption can also cause damage by triggering landslides
and mudflows.
10.
Describe how a volcanic eruption actually creates new rock layers on Earth’s surface.

11.
How can scientists help people prepare for a volcanic eruption?
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Storms
For Questions 12–15, match each type of storm with the statement that best describes it.

12.

storm surge

13.

hurricane

14.

thunderstorm

15.

tornado

a.
brings with it high winds, heavy rain, and
a storm surge
b.
a dome of water that crashes along the
coast

c.
can include lightning, heavy rain, and
sometimes hail

d.
takes the form of a funnel of rotating air
16.
Describe the dangers of a tornado and explain what actions people should do to stay safe if
a tornado is predicted.
17.
Why was the damage to New Orleans from Hurricane Katrina (2005) so extensive?
18.
What are some ways to prepare for a hurricane?
Avalanches

19.
Describe the conditions that cause an avalanche.
20.
Describe some actions that a skier could take if he or she is caught in an avalanche.
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Organize Information
21.
Fill in the compare and contrast table with information concerning the characteristics of
the different types of natural disasters.

	
	Earthquakes
	Volcanoes
	Storms
	Avalanches

	How they
start
	
	
	
	

	Damage they
cause
	
	
	
	

	Safety
measures
	
	
	
	



Answer the questions to test your knowledge of lesson concepts. You can check your
work using the answers on the bottom of the page.

22.
How do earthquakes and volcanoes affect humans and Earth’s surface?

23.
Describe the different types of storms that can damage property and threaten human lives.
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